Community-based victim advocacy centers want to ensure that
all VT LE agencies know that advocacy organizations are up and
running, just remotely. Please ensure members know to
continue making referrals. Victims of DV and sex crimes can
rely on these resources.

In addition to the county-based victim services agencies, there
are numerous resources available for survivors at the local and
national level. They include:

. Vermont Network website: https://vtnetwork.org/covid-19-update.

o Vermont Domestic Violence Hotline: 800-228-7395.

o Vermont Sexual Violence Hotline: 800-489-7273.

o National Domestic Violence Hotline: 800-799-7233.

o If unable to speak safely: Log onto thehotline.org, or text LOVEIS to 22522.

Member Organizations of the Vermont Network during the COVID-19 crisis:
[ https://vtnetwork.org/member-program/ |
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Dear friends, partners and members of our cherished community,

We are writing today with an important update about services provided by member
organizations of the Vermont Network during the COVID-19 crisis.

The 15 member organizations of the Vermont Network are committed to providing the best
services to communities throughout Vermont. Member organizations are also carefully
considering the advisories from the Vermont Department of Health and the CDC, and taking
significant precautions to protect those they serve and their teams of staff members,
volunteers and board members.

Hotlines and shelters will remain open. People impacted by sexual and domestic violence
can still access the support of an advocate during a sexual assault forensic exam, when
requesting a relief from abuse order, and for help accessing other crucial resources. Member
organizations of the Vermont Network are putting systems in place to be able to provide
remote advocacy as much as possible, using phone, video and other strategies to connect
with and support people who need help.

Contact your|local organization for more information about how they are responding, and
continue to refer people impacted by sexual and domestic violence to call the[localhotline. |

Member organizations of the Vermont Network are working together with many othersin
their communities to coordinate efforts, plan for what lies ahead and get crucial resources
to people experiencing health, financial and other impacts. Organizations serving people
who are homeless or at risk of losing their housing are part of a statewide strategy to ensure
there are safe places for people to stay if they are at high risk from COVID-19, or if they need
to self-quarantine. The Vermont Network is also actively working with administrative and
legislative officials to ensure that the needs of victims of domestic and sexual violence are
being addressed during this crisis.

The impact of COVID-19 has spread rapidly around the world. All of us need to take an
active role in slowing the spread of COVID-19 and protecting members of our communities
who are most vulnerable. The Vermont Network and our 15 member organizations know
that domestic and sexual violence take no break at times like these. In fact, people impacted
by violence and abuse are likely to experience additional stressors with lost work, closed
schools and social isolation.
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about changes in how the Vermont Network and our member organizations are responding.

During this difficult time, our connections with each other are more important than ever. We
are sustained by our loving community of organizations, advocates and partners. We
welcome anyone who would like to be in community with us, in service of a shared purpose.

Sincerely,

mr‘:ma L« Sm/v\-.

Karen Tronsgard-Scott, Executive Director
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